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PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE PLANKTON COMMUNITIES
IN THE SOUTHERN YELLOW SEA AND
THE EAST CHINA SEA

Chen Qingchao,
( South China Sea Institute of Oceanology Academia Sinica )

Chen Yaqu and Hu Yazhu

( East China Sea Fisheries Research Institute, National Fisheries Administration )
ABSTRACT

This paper is based on materials collected from the cpastal waters of Jiangsu

and Zhejiang provinces and west to 127°E between 27° N to 34° N during the period
of 1960 and 1971 through 1975, The distrubution of the plankton of these two sea

regions is identified into three communities, each with its characteristics. and

dominant species and each occupying a definite water body.
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The biotope of the first community which is distributed in the central area of
southern Yellow Sea expands southward in autumn and winter seasons. These spe-
cies are known as temperate.

That of the second communnity is restricted along the Jiangsu and Zhejiang
provinces. Here, the water is characterized by lower saline and eurthermy. These
species belong to neritic.

That of the third community is inhabited chiefly in the off shore area of the
south-eastern East China Sea. These species are typical tropical and subtropical.
Here water is characterized by warm and highly haline.

Among the regions of these communities is found a trasnsitional zone. The ha-
bitants in this zone are a mixture of these three communities. The temperate spe-
cies dominate in winter and spring. While in Smmer and Autumn, the tropical and

subtropical species predominate.



